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My Fellow Countrymen ! 


4 S a member of the community, 

N equally intereſted in its welfare 
with yourſelves; permit me to ſubmit 
the following thoughts, on the opening 
of parliament, to your confideration. 
It is an event of the utmoſt impor- 
tance, becauſe it is an event which will 
acquaint us with the real fituation of 
our country, if we do but regard it 
with candor and attention. We muſt 
not rely on every repreſentation which 


may 


. 


2 
F 
: 
{ 
: 
oF 
* 
5 
1 
7 
, 
1 
7 
* 
1 
þ 
* 
3 
£ 


5 
1 
1 
1 
F; 
1 
ih 


r 


— 
2 * 2 : 
— rr 
© 


4A 4 


may be given: - we muſt collect facts 


as well as we are able, and from thence 


draw our own concluſions. 


The cuſtomary conduct of thoſe who 


have dared to aſſume the name of Pa- 


triots, a name which uſed to dignify 
the character to whom it was applied, 


but which by their aſſumption is be- 
come a term of reproach, will no doubt 
be preſerved on that occaſion. The 


houſe will re-echo with their repeti- 


tions of every event, which has been 


unfavorable to this country; while they 
will attempt to obliviate every fortunate 


occurrence. To the weakneſs or the 


wickedneſs of adminiſtration will the 
one be attributed: while the other, 
ſhould it be drawn from that obſcurity, 
with which they will, no doubt, at- 
tempt to veil it, will be pronounced 
the effect of chance. Thro' what viciſ- 
ſitudes 


Ms Fr —— 
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ſitudes will the mien paſs on that FE 


day To them will be aſcribed the 
power of controling the elements, that 


to them may be aſſigned the miſcarriage 
of our fleets : to them will be attribut- 


ed omnipotence, that to them may be 


imputed the will to effect nothing: one 
minute will they exalt them to deities, 
that the next they may debaſe them to 


demons: in ſhort, the walls will re- 


verberate their clamours ; and the ne- 


; ceſſity of a revolution in the cabinet be, 
as uſual, the end of all their arguments. 


But, my. fellow-countrymen ! the ſa— 


cred term of patriotiſm has, in modern 
days, been uniformly proſtituted to the 
purpoſes of faction: let us not therefore 


be deceived by thoſe, who affect to en- 
liſt under its banner. 


Inſtead of relying on the aſſertions of 


any party, let us ourſelves examine the 


* conduct 


87 1. 
conduct of adminiſtration; and the 


more. accurately to inveſtigate the truth, 
let us confider the difficulties which 


they have had to encounter. Let us 
not forget, that alone, and unaſſiſted, 


Britain has had to contend with two of 


the .moſt potent powers of Europe 


powers too, profeſſedly in league with 


her own rebellious colonies — that her 


enemies began the war, after a long and 
uninterrupted - peace, which afforded 


time and opportunity to recruit their 


force, and increaſe their power: that 


England, for a long ſpace of time, had 


been unhappily - contending» with her 


colonies, and for three years preceding 
the war, had been actually engaged in 
reducing them to a due ſenſe of their 


allegiance; and that, in this conflict, 
rebellion was ſecretly aſſiſted by the per- 


fidious arts of our European neighbours. 
You will conſider, that from ſome cauſe, 


which, 
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| which, tho not yet legally proved, is 


ere this evident to the world, the vaſt 


force, which Britain ſent forth to reduce 
her colonies to conſtitutional ſubjection, 
failed in effecting her well-planned mea- 
ſures: that the glorious, golden op- 
portunity of humbling her gallic foe, 
was loſt by thoſe, who were entruſted 


with the command : and you will con- 
ſider, that ſhe has had a foe, ſtill more 


formidable than all of theſe, to combat ; 


a foe, who under the maſk of friendſhip, 
who, under the ſpecious name of Pa- 
triotiſm, has been preying on her very 


vitals, and undermining her very fabric. 


When you have reflected on theſe inci- 
dents, advert to the conduct of our mi- 


niſters, in obviating ſuch difficulties; in 
ſtill preſerving our welfare unimpaired, 
amidſt this ſiege of troubles. In this 


ſcrutiny, it will be manifeſt that, with 


A detachanent of men in America, they 


=: have 
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have been able to effect more, than be- 
fore was effected with vaſt and veteran 
armies; that with a very ſmall force, 
ſcarcely meriting the appellation of a 


ſquadron, a marine has been deſtroyed, 


which flouriſhed, when oppoſed : by a 
grand fleet. That they have ſent into 


the Weſt-Tndies a force, which, during 
great part of the war, has been able to 
block up the French in their harbours ; 


and tho' the preſervation: of our poſſeſ- 
ſions, in that quarter of the world, has 
not been ſo effectual as we could wiſth,— 
yet that even there, in our moſt vulne- 
rable part, we have till force ſufficient | 


to keep our enemies in awe, and I 


truſt, to regain that which we have loſt. 
That in Europe, though we have not 


obtained ſuch ſplendid. victories, as have 
graced the annals of former times, yet 


that from the moment in which our 


£onfederated "foes were bold enough to 
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avow their inimical intentions, no time 
has been loſt: a powerful navy has been 


aſſembled, : well. manned, and well ſtor- 


ed, with expedition never known be- 


fore; and with a vigour which ſcarce 


any other nation has been capable of 
exerting. 


I am well aware it will be ſaid, that not- 


withſtanding theſe exertions, the French 


were at ſea, and had effected a junction 


with their allies, before we had quitted 


our harbours : : the truth of this I mean 


not to deny; but I ſhall contend that 
notwithſtanding theſe apparent advan- 


tages, our fleet was as forward as theirs, 


and our conduct in not ſending it from 


port, perfectly juſtifiable. You will re- 


collect that although they failed, that 
although they joined the - Spaniards ; 
yet that they found it impoſlible ſo early 
in the ſeaſon to keep the ſea for any long 
9 5 ſpace 


a 
| | ln EI | | 

ſpace of time, for want of a neceſſary 
quantity of ſtores; and were ſoon oblig- 
ed to return to France. Had it been 
poſſible for us fo completely to have 
equipped our navy, as to have prevent- 
ed the neceſſity of a return, at the time 
when our enemies firſt quitted Breſt, 
it would have been of the utmoſt conſe- 

| quence to have failed before them; be- 
cauſe the junction of our foes might 
have been prevented. But as the ſame 
circumſtances which attended them 

_ would at that time have attended us, 
ſuch a meaſure would have been detri- 
mental rather than advantageous. For 
though the Spaniards on the appearance 
of our ſuperior force would have re- 
mained in their harbours, and their 
confederates have done the ſame; yet, 
when the conſumptiori of our proviſions, 

1 which muſt in a ſhort time have taken 
Wt place, had obliged us to return, they 
it 3 might 
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might eaſily have united and whilſt 


we were recruiting, have committed un- 
controuled their depredations on our 
trade. By purſuing a contrary meaſure, 
by waiting till we had completely man- 
ned and ſufficiently ſtored our fleet, we 
were ready to watch every motion and 
take every advantage, while they were 
refitting in their harbours, At the 


5 period of our ſailing, it was of much 


more importance for our force to be at 


ſea, than it was before ; becauſe at this 


time our commercial fleets were expect- 
ed home. With reſpe& to our mercan- 


tile intereſts therefore this meaſure has 
been ſuch, as muſt fully vindicate the 


projectors of it from blame; by it our 


trade has been protected, while that of our 


enemies has been haraſſed and diſtreſſed. 


And notwithſtanding the combination of 


their fleets they have neither ventured to 
attack 
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attack our armaments, nor invade our 
cost. 


When you have deliberated on theſe 
circumſtances, you will, I truſt, be 
thoroughly convinced, that no meaſure 
has been left unattempted for our pro- 
tection from foreign enemies. As to 
our domeſtic foes, thoſe vipers who 


prey upon our conſtitution, who thwart 


our councils, and impede our meafures, 


it may perhaps be otherwiſe. If any 


part of the miniſterial conduct be repre- 
henſible, it is that inſtead of lopping 
the branches, no ſtroke has been aimed 
at the root of rebellion; that the voice 


of ſedition has been ſuffered to prevail 


in the very heart of our kingdom, un- 
noticed and unpuniſhed ; that '\traitors. 


and incendiaries have not been dragged 


forth to public view, and facrificed to 
public juſtice. Here, indeed, adminiſ- 
tration 
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ri ' ſeem to have forgotten, that 


ments. But though we lament the in- 


gratitude which has reſulted from their 
conduct, we cannot but admire the le- 
nity which gane it. 


Many arguments, drawn from want 


of information, will no doubt be urged, 


to juſtify the policy of the removal of 


the miniſters. Here I muſt obſerve, that 
it is impoſſible for us to judge of their 
official information, or their want of it, 
from the aſſertion of one party, or the 
 filence of the other. An oppoſition, 
who will not be impeded in their 


machinations by any obſtacle, how- 


ever detrimental to their country, have 
every advantage over thoſe whom they 
oppoſe. Their operations may be 

carried on with double vigour, be- 


cauſe on their part no caution is ne- 


I W 


conceſſions encourage encroach- 
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ceſſary; whatever they know they will 
diſcover for by this mean, they may 
anſwer the purpoſe of impoſing them 
ſelves on the public for men of informa- 
tion; and may perhaps provoke a diſco- 
very of that, which ought to be concealed. 
But the miniſters labour under every diſ- 
advantage. Secrecy is one of their duties: 
it is their buſineſs to conceal the ſource 
of information, and the meaſures which 
they have deviſed, if they would preſerve 
the channels of the one, or prevent the 
fruſtration of the other : they cannot, 
therefore, alledge facts in their defence, 
but muſt ſubmit to the momentary tri- 
umph of their enemies, who would 
endeavour to perſuade us, that their ar- 
guments are unanſwerable, becauſe they 
are not immediately anſwered. Were 
they, through the conſciouſneſs of inte- 
grity, ſo unguarded, as to be drawn into 
ſuch a ſnare, they would eſtabliſh their 
honeſty, at the exvence of their wiſ- 
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dom; they would vindicate their own 


character, at the hazard of national ſafe- 
ty. Accuſations of this ſtamp therefore 


muſt remain unrefuted, till the ſituation 
of affairs no longer forbids the diſco- 


very of their motives. Then may they 
ſhine with additional luſtre. Then may 


they ſhew, that neither the deſire of re- 


futing the moſt vindictive of perſonal 


attacks, nor the warmth of reſentment 


ariſing from aſperſion, could betray 
them into a facrifice of the intereſts of 


60 


But let us, my fellow-countrymen ! 


examine, who theſe men are, that have 


hitherto preſumed, and will no doubt 


continue to arraign the conduct of our 


miniſters. Allowing, for an inftant, 
that every thing has not been effected, 
vwhich our ſituation warranted us to ex- 


pect; is it to them we are to fly for re- 
2 fuge * 
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fuge? From them are we to hope for a 


better adminiſtration ? whilſt they were 


employed se vemchent, and moſt of 
them have been ſo, were their actions 
proof againſt reproach? Enquire into 


the cauſes of their diſmiſſion from the 
offices which they held; what will be 
the reſult of ſuch enquiry? We ſhall 
find that ſome by diſſipation rendered 
themſelves totally unfit to ſuperintend 


pecuniary tranſactions : that ſome from 


diſaffection to the crown made it impo- 
litic to commit any of its intereſts to 
their care: that others by diſcloſing 


the moſt ſecret councils of the ſtate na- 
turally deſtroyed that confidence, which 
was of neceſſity repoſed in them: and 
that others left the cabinet, becauſe, 
truly, they could not convert it into a 


divan, and be themſelves the grand- 


viziers.—-In ſhort, we ſhall find, that al- 


moſt all haye been fairly tried, and al- 


moſt 
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moſt all have been juſtly rejected. But 
omitting their official errors, has their 


conduct ſince the commencement of the 


preſent war exhibited ſuch policy, or 


ſuch integrity, that in times of danger, 
they ſhould be entruſted with the natio- 
nal ſafety? does it appear, that during 


this period, they have been actuated by 
the good of their country ? have they 


endeavoured to ſecure her happineſs by 
any efforts to diſtreſs her enemies ? have 
they aſſiduouſly concealed the vulnerable 


parts of our empire, and hid from our 


foes the ſtate of our reſources? in ſhort, 


have they, in any one inſtance, purſued 
that line of conduct which is the cha- 


racteriſtic of true Patriotiſm, or con- 


formed to that plan of unanimity, which 
they have ſo much recommended? the 
anſwer is too obvious to require delibe- 
ration. In none. Every art, that in- 


vention could ſuggeſt, they have practiſ- 
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ed to obſtru& our operations. At a time 


when it required the matureſt delibera- 
tion to deviſe means for our defence, 
inſtead of aſſiſting | with their councils, 
they endeavoured to divert the attention 
of our miniſters from matters of 1 impor- 


tance, by inſtituting enquiries into pre- 


tended abuſes, which, had they exiſted, 
though of conſequence to the indivi- 


duals they concerned, were trivial, in 
_ compariſon with the affairs of the nation. 


They will tell you perhaps, as they 
have already told you, that in vain ſhould 
they have offered their aſſiſtance, that 
rejection was ſure to attend every tender 


of their ſervices. The falſchood of the 


aſſertion we have too fatally experienc- 
ed, to give it credence. Too often has 
the noiſe of faction been ſuffered to ſtag- 
ger the reſolution of our councils. Ad- 


mitting it however to be true, n 


; July them in counteracting the endea- 


vours 
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vours of government againſt our ene- 
mies? ſhall ſalvation be denied to Bri- 


tain, becauſe they are not the miniſters 
to effect it ? yes; they avow the princi- 
ple. In parliament they have declared, 
that their oppoſition to the preſent mi- 


niſtry ſhould never ceaſe, however fatal 
its effects to their country. Can this be 
Patriotiſm ? modern Patriotiſm it may, 


but the Patriots of antiquity were proof 


even againſt the obloquy of reproach, 
and the malignity of perſecution. At- 
tend, my fellow countrymen ! but for a 


moment, to the noble conduct of Peda- 
retus How different from that of the 
minority ! When rejected from being one 
of the council of the three hundred, he 


rejoiced, and with the moſt animated 


zeal for his country exclaimed, *I am 


happy, Sparta has found three hundred 
* citizens, better than myſelf.” So far 
from concealing our vulnerable parts, 


every 


E TT 

every place, which could poſſibly admit 
the lawleſs violence of depredation, has 
been blazoned to our enemies, and the 
world. We have been repreſented as in 
a ſtate of deplorable imbecillity ; our 
Weſt-India iſlands have been pointed out 
as the proper objects of attack; Ireland 
has been deſcribed as in a ſtate equally 
defenceleſs in point of force, and more 
likely from diſguſt to admit the inva- 
| fions of an enemy ; they have declared 
us bankrupt in finance, and the nation 
on the eve of ruin. Such is the picture, 
which this virtuous oppoſition, this band 
of Patriots have drawn, to diſcover, as 
they profeſs, the errors of miniſterial 
conduct to the people. But ſurely they 
might have known, that had the repre- 
ſentation been true; the exhibition of 
it, in times of ſuch danger, would only 
damp the ardour of the people, and tend 
to promote a national deſpondence. They 


might 
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might have known, that it would ſerve 


to animate the enemy; for too well for 
this country do they know, that there 
are miſcreants, impious and baſe enough, 


in violation of every duty which ſhould 


be the bond of Britons, to convey to 


them intelligence of our moſt intereſting 
concerns. Had the pictures, which they 
have drawn, correſponded with truth, 

however good the intention, the impo- 
licy of tho act muſt ſurely be admitted. 
If on the contrary they are falſe; and 
the vaſt force which we have in all parts 
of the globe, the ſtate of our trade, the 
exertions of government for our defence, 
will ſoon convince you whether they be 
ſo or not; there is no term, which lan- 
guage can afford, harſh enough to ex- 


preſs a due deteſtation of actions ſo > groſs 
and perfidious. | 


18 j3-. 
In what manner have they endeavour- 
ed to unite the different parts of the 
empire in mutual exertions for defence? 
not contented with our various difficul- 
ties, under the ſpecious colour of friend- 
ſhip for Ireland, they have fomented her 
jealouſy: under pretence of pity to her 
diſtreſs, they have ſtarted cuſtoms as 
oppreſſions, which till then were acced- 
ed to as rights: to her have they re- 
preſented our legiſlature as an harſh op- 
preſſor, deaf to the voice of complaint, 
and obdurate to the cry of grievance: to 
her have we been depicted as tyrants, 
ſtriking at the root of liberty; and to 
her has the conduct of America been 
preferibed as the object of imitation. 


Theſe exhortations, and this example, 
it is to be lamented, have had too much 
effect. The common people have caught 
the infection of ſedition, and their 

6 | leaders 
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leaders the contagion of treachery, Not 


. can we much wonder that a blaze is 


blown up in the breaſts of thoſe, among | 
whom the ſparks of licentiouſneſs are 
| ſeldom extinct; when we conſider the 
means that have been uſed to kindle the 
flame. The leaders petitioned for leave 
to arm themſelves and their dependants 
_ againſt the common. foe ; government 
relying on their faith as ſubjects, grant- 
ed the requeſt. How is this confidence 

Peres was the purpoſe 
effected, than inſtead of uniting in de- 
fence of the empire, they publicly avow 
themſelves oppoſers of the fiſter country, 
till ſhe makes conceſſions injurious to 
her intereſts, and repugnant to depen- 
8 dance. We too well know the influence, 
that the pretended eſpouſal of a public 
cauſe has over a popular aſſembly, to be 
aſtoniſhed at the effect which ſuch a decla- 
ration produced. The idea of having arms 
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in their hands, added to the proſpe& of 
being able, for a time, to oppoſe all le- 
gal government, had too much the 
charm of novelty to be relinquiſhed. The 


inſurgents (if the term may be allowed) 


determine to unite in ſupport of privi- 


leges, infringed they know not how; 


and in demanding conceſſions, of they 
| know not what. But tho' this voice of 


ſedition 1s repreſented as the voice of a 


whole people, you will readily. compre- 
hend, that forty thouſand men compoſe 
not the Iriſh nation ; and altho' this epi- 


demic furor may for ſome time rage in 


our ſiſter kingdom, yet I truſt that the 


diſeaſe will ſoon be remedied. When 


the fervor of defection begins to cool, 


and reaſon. reaſſumes her reign, our fellow 


ſubjects will be too ſenſible of their own 


intereſts, to relinquiſh their real friends, 
their only protectors i in the hour of dan- 


ger, 


E 


vie ys of moody malecontents. 


I cannot but remark, my fellow-coun- 
trymen! an originality of character pe- 
culiar to the preſent minority. Many 
a time has England beheld a party op- 


poſing her Governors ; but never, ſince 


the Revolution till the preſent period, 
has ſhe beheld one ſtruggling with the 
Government itſelf. Oft has ſhe ſeen 
men deſirous of diſcomfiting an admi- 
niſtration; but never till now has ſhe 


ſeen it attempted at the riſque of the 


conſtitution. 


wo | 


Inſidious as the conduct of oppoſition 


has been, in every reſpect it is equalled 


by their meanneſs; not ſatisfied with re- 


probating the public conduct of adminiſ- 


tration, they have deſcended to the poor 
ſubterfuge of wounding their private 
TOE > & ny feelings. 


ge merely to advance the intereſted 
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feelings. The fineſt ſenſations have 

been no protection againſt their malig- 
nity. Even domeſtic calamities have been 

made the ſport of their malevolence. 


In ſhort, the whole of their conduct 


has been (to uſe the words of an ele- 


gant and learned writer) „ diſtinguiſhed 
ce by plebeian groſſneſs and ſavage inde- 


and the principles of their enemies is 


common to all parties; but the inſo- 
cc lence of invective and brutality of re- 
« proach are peculiar to this. All other 


90 parties, however enraged at each other, 5 
« have agreed to treat the throne with 
9 decency; but theſe. partizans have 
e attacked not only the authority, but 


* the character of their ſovereign; and 
* have endeavoured, ſurely without ef- 
* fect, to alienate the affections of the 


* prople from the only king, who for 
« almoſt | 


8 W ri 


1 


* AIs a century has much appeared 


40 to deſire, or much endeavoured to 


% deſerve them. They have inſulted 


« him with rudeneſs, and with menaces, 
« which were never excited by the gloo- 
% my ſullenneſs of William, even when 
% half the nation denied him their alle- 


* giance; nor by the dangerous bigotry 
« of James, unleſs when he was finally 
* driven from his palace; and with 
„ which ſcarcely the open hoſtilities of 


« rebellion ventured to vilify the un- 


„ happy Charles, even in the remarks of 


* the cabinet of * ack 


Are theſe then the men to whom you 


would apply for advice or protection in 
the hour of neceſſity? To whom you 


would truſt the management of your af- 


fairs? If a uniform oppoſition to mea- 


ſures deviſed for the public ſafety ; if a 


mme, of the American cauſe, and 


8 


conſequently 


LL 11 
eonſequently an implicit approbation of 
the conduct of her allies ; if an attempt 
to diſmember the empire of one of her 
nobleſt parts; if an eminent ſingularity 
in what is bad, demand the gratitude of 
the public; then have they the higheſt 
claim to. attention. and reſpe&. But 
ſhould you think, any or either of theſe 
circumſtances | ſufficient to incapacitate 
for the taſk of government; then muſt 
you reject every idea of W ſuch : it 
Pry: into office. 


* 12 #. 
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Tho' their conduck may have proceed- 
ed from no worle a motive, than a deſire 
to remove the miniſters ; tho' it were 
only to effect this purpoſe, that they 
have quitted the paths of honour and of 
juſtice, and have not faultered at the idea 
of facrificing the intereſts of their coun- 
try; ſurely this alone is ſufficient to diſ- 
qualify them for public fayor, and for 


* 


% 


1 


public truſt. But if it ſhould be 
thought, (though heaven forbid that it 


ſhould be authorized by truth !) that 


they have ſpoken the language of their 
hearts; that ſeriouſly they have been 
pleading the cauſe of our enemies; that 


ſecretly they have been diſſeminating 


the ſeeds of diſcord through the land; 


that the air of triumph with which 
they welcome our misfortunes, that 
the voice of ſorrow with which they 


bemoan our ſucceſs, be not affected, 
but real; that their hope is malevolence, 
and their good is evil; with the utmoſt 
caution they ſhould be avoided. 


If then the 3 have not ex- 
erted that vigour, which the times re- 
quirech yet ſtill are eſteemed preferable 


to their opponents; much more will | 


vou think them ſo, when you ſee, as 


| truſt you do, that they have left no- 
Fo . thing 
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thing unattempted for our ſafety; that 
whenever the execution of their mea- 


ſures has been fruſtrated, it has reſulted ; 


from a baneful influence prevailing over 
thoſe whom they employed. And being 


convinced from the whole conduct of 


% 


oppoſition ; from their attachment to 
intereſt ; from their eager purſuit of 


emolument; from the miſchiefs which 


they have effected, with opportunities 


ſmall in compariſon to thoſe which 


would be afforded, by admitting them 
to the guidance of the ſtate; that far 


from having any thing to hope, you 


have every thing to dread from them as 
miniſters; you will, I truſt, rely on the 
wiſdom and integrity of thoſe in office, 
who only want your ſincere aſſiſtance, to 
make the Engliſh nation the terror of 


her enemies, and the admiration of her 
friends. | 


Should 


„ 


ts 1 


Should the fatal period ever arrive; 


when the minority will be admitted to 


the 4dminiftration of affairs; with truth 


may we deplore the miſery of our coun- 
try.—“ Had Rome, ſays Dr. Johnſon, 


4 fallen by the Catalinarian conſpiracy; 
« ſhe might have conſoled her fate, by 
+ the greatneſs of her deſtroyers ; but 
© what could have alleviated the diſ- 
* grace of England, if her government 
te had been . changed by a | Tyler or a 
62 Ket,” 


A few days, my fellow countrymen ! 


will determine, whether the government 
can be ſhaken by empty noiſe, and whe- 
ther the faction, whieh depends on its 


influence, has not deceived alike the 
public and itſelf. I cannot better con- 
clude theſe remarks, which I have fub- 
mitted to your conſideration, than by 
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public, That the next ſeſſion of parli- 


„ ament may act upon the principles of 
te the laſt; with more conſtancy and high- 
er ſpirit; that the nation will unite in 
5 general abhorrence of thoſe, who by 


46 degeiving the credulous with fictitious 


56 milchiefs, overbearing | the weak by 
be audacity af falſehood, by appealing to 
« the judgment of 3 ignorance, and flat- 
* tering the vanity of meanneſs, by flan- 
* dering honeſty, and inſulting dignity, 


te have gathered round them whatever 


FD the kingdom can ſupply of baſe, and 
* groſs, and profligate; and raiſed by 


* merit to this bad eminence, arrogate 


to themſelves the name of Patriots.“ 


